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Trandlations of the Tem* Brief” in Anglo-American L egal Documents

LiuWeming, L iu Shuying

Abstract: Brief isa common tem in English legal documents, hawever, itsChinese translations are
confusing - there exist various substandard translated tetms This has caused many inconveniences in its
practical use Based on the principle of single evidence cannot be trusted” , thispgper is b explore its
intrinsic attribute, t analyze the causes of such confusions and © propose proper Chines trandations
through different definitions of dictionaries
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brief , ) , ;
, , briefn [ ]  ( )
briefcase , “a brief n [ ] ( )
case inwhich lavyers carry their briefs’'*! brief
brief, , brief ,
The lawyer has plenty of ,
briefs , , )
brief, , ) ,
, brief ;
brief
brief n ( ) ; ;
brief n : ( ) (
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brief

brief )

(pragmatics) ( cooperative principle)
(the maxim of quantity) ,
Long-

man D ictionary of Contenporary English (1995)

brief n dort oken or written statanent giving
facts about lav case

State-
ment  written , ,
giving facts about lav case ,
, written statament
, poken 4
Poken

statament written

, brief

short brief ,

brief
The World Book Dictionary ( Printed in the
United Statesof America, 1987)
brief n a statament of facts and pointsof lav of a
cas o be pleaded in court

Statement
, goken  written ,
written , brief
brief,
, brief

28 2006 8 1

M erriam AW ebster s D ictionary of Law

brief n 1 A concis statanent of a client s cae
written for the instruction of an atomey usually by a
lav clerk called al© memorandum. 2 A fomal written
presentation of an argument that sets forth the main
pointswith supporting p recedents and evidence - B riefs
are filed either by a party or an amicus curiae with a
court usually regarding a ecific motion (as for am-
mary judgnent) or pointof lav. The fom of the brief is
detemined by the procedural rules of that court or ju-
ridiction

brief

, concise
brief ,

, fomal  written

brief

, brief
The Real L ife Dictionary of Law Everybody s Legal
D ictionary

M erriam W ebster sD ictionary of Lawv ,

brief ,
, ’ 2]
brief ;
, , brief
1 : awritten legal document
2 : usually in a fomat prescribed or de-
temined by the procedural rules of the courtsor juris
diction
3 : (1) ating the legal reasons for the

it based on statutes, regulations, case precedents
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legal texts (2) laying out the argument for various peti-
tions and motions © the courts

4 : counter the arguments of opposing
lavyers, and provide the judge or judgeswith reaons
o rule in fawr of the party represented by the brief
writer

5 : (1) afomal written presentation;
(2) a concisewritten statement

» [3]

brief )
brief )

, , brief
“ ", brief

brief ,
brle.l: “ ” ,

“ ”

, brief

a oonciswritten statement”
? Everybody sLegal Dictionary  The Real L ife
Dictionary of theLaw, brief
“ ” brief ,
brief The Real Life
brief :On
the gopeals and certain other major arguments, the
brief is bound with color-coded covers stipulated in

D ictionary of theLaw

state and/or federal court rules
the tetm wasoriginally intended to mean a brief or am-

Ironically, although

mary argument ( shorter than an oral presentation) , le-
gal briefs are quite often notoriously long

16 briefs , 22

3B, cover page, table of con-

tents, table of authorities, opinions below, juridiction-
al stataments questions presnted, statement of the
facts, argument, conclusion

Franz Kafka
peronswho write a 10 000 word document and call it a

: Lawyers

brief brief , “ a oconcise written
statement” ,
) brief
“ " brief
gopeals
brief  gpeals , Ever

rybody s Legal D ictionary

: A lthough it is uaually possible to submit a brief to a
trial court (called a trial brief) , briefs are most com-
monly used as a central part of the gopeal process (an
appellate brief). , brief

“ ”
1

brief
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brief

brief

brief )

) brief

brief ,

brief ,

brief

" (bifurcated bar systam)
: ©licior  barrister

barrister ,  barris

ter

lici-

for , licitor

barrister a dictionary of modemn le-

gal usage , brief “ a document by
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which a licitor instructs a barrister 1o gopear as an ad-

vocate” , brief olicitor
barrister , “
” 13 ( ) ” ,“ ( ) ”
Susan B lake !
brief ,
1 : awritten st of instructions, togeth-

erwith any relevant documents and stataments, snt ©
the barrister by the licitor

2 . a backsheet, with the name of the
case and the name and address of the barrister and the
licitor, either folded round then or placed on top; all
the papers tied together with pink tgpe

3 : ingtructing and providing infoma-
tion

4 : aking the barrister o conduct the
cas in court,  advie in a cae, or b advie on a
particular point

, brief : instruc-
tions documents  stataments,
Dlicior barrister,
Dlicior barrister
Dlicior , “
" brief Dlicibr  barrister
, Susan Black ' : The brief is

not a fomal contract or agreement betveen the licitor
and the barrister - the licitor in no way enploy the
barrister - but the contents of the brief are the basis of
the work done by the barrister, who should only act on
those contents and within the instructions only. Note
however that it is now possible for a barrister o enter a
contract o provide srvices, s 61, Courts and L egal
ServicesAct 1990 ,

Dlicibr  barris
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, the licior in no way enploy the barris

ter )
ter
barrister
, barrister
StrLlCt “ ” ,
, brief ,
) ”
)
brief, ,

Dlicior

instruction in-

brief ,

brief
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