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Abstract: Fuzziness is an intrinsic attribute of legal language T he fuzzinessof legal language results from complicat-

ed causes and manifests itself inmanyways

It is caused by the legal language itself, and by nations, cultures, poli-

tics and geography, etc aswell; it iscaused by the style of legal language users, and by the ocial interestsasw ell
Therefore, the research on the fuzzinessof legal language should be strengthened, and mearw hile, much mportance
should be attached to the correct use of fuzzy words in legal practicew ith a viev to avoiding ambiguity:.
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, " (sexual harassnent) 90
(1997) ,

: Sexual harassnent is any kind of sexual
) behavior that is unw elcome and/or inappropriate for thework
) ; ; place Sexual harassnent can enbrace verbal harassnent (i
e derogatory commentsor dirty jokesunder the right circum-
stances), visual harassnent (i e derogatory or embarrassing
posters, cartoons, drawing, etc ), physical harassnent, and
sexual favors (i e sexual advances, confrontationw ith sexu-
al damands ) In thework place, sexual harassnent can come
from the ow ner, supervior,manager, lead peron, foreperwon,
co-worker and/or customer
work place, oW ner, supervisor, manager, lead
person, foreperson, co-worker  customer
? ,
unw elcome, dirty jokes verbal ha-
rassnent, sexual advances physical harassnent
W illian P. A Iston
Philosopphy of L anguages ‘A tem is said to be vague
1 : if there are cases in which there is no definite anaver as to
w hether the tem applies
2 (polysamy)

(indetem inacy) “ ” (death)
(1997 ) “ v
(1995 ) the end of life of ) He delivered a lengthy apolo-
apersonor animal ; " (death) ay- , apology ,
‘ b ; gology
, minor( ) ocode(

“ "o ) complaint( ) deed( ) custom ( ) de
: " fence ( ) degree( ) box ( )
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minor , )
21 , 20 18 ( , , , ,
1996: 93) “ " “ ”
3 “ Criminal ProcedureL av of the People'sRe-
, public of China . If any participant in the pro-
, ceedings of a trial or by-stander violates the order of the
, courtroom, the presiding judge shall warn him to desist |If
" , any person fails to obey, hemay forcibly be taken out of the
, , courtroom. If the violation is serious, the person shall be
, fined not more than 1, 000 yuan or detained not more than 15
minor ( ), days ( .
21 ; 20 ; ; , 1, 000 15
18 ) serious
minor ) ,
Ann D. Jordan (1997: 339) The Basic L av of the serious seri-
Hong Kong Special A dninistrative Region ous , ,

mutually uninfor-
mative cross-talk )

(Chinese-GemanU. S Trial Demonstration

Symposium)

,VedaR. Charrow (1987: 120)
:Ambiguity can have a valid place in legalw riting L egisla-
tion isoften designed to be anbiguous 2 that itw ill be flexi-
ble enough to cover unforeseen circum stances ... How ever,
using intentional anbiguity takes a great deal of skill and
care Inappropriate or unophisticated use can backfire
, anbiguity ) )

“ » o« ”

) He talked w ith

people there  Have you read Prof L iu’sbook?
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Abstract: Centering round the topic of three-part noun combinations, thispaper bases the composition analysison the
language-user’ s conception of w hat the noun string means to him in a neutral context First of all, the paper illus
trates the corregpondence betw een composition and stresspattern, for stressmirrors the composition and is the prin-
cipal meansof conveying themeaning of the string Second, it makes it clear that for stressw e operate in a field of
great uncertainty andmuch w avering, and there aremany casesw here the difference betw een the stress choicesisone
of enphasis, not of basicmeaning Finally, it pointsout that a complicating factor in the interpretation of threepart
noun combinations is the possibility of having structurally anbiguousfomations A nd a truly anbiguous case isone
that can give rise to two different interpretationsof thew hole string in a context-neutral identification statement
Key words three-part noun combinations composition; meaning, stress
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